TheINTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL
of the FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

NUMBER 97-21
CERCLA (SUPERFUND) REAUTHORIZATION

We, the members of the Inter-Triba Council of the Five Civilized Tribes, invoking the
divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, | order to preserve for
ourselves and our descendants rights secured under Indian Tregties and benefits to which
we are entitled under the laws and congtitution of the United States and severd dates, to
enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve
Indian culturd vaues, and otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution:

WHEREAS,
the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes is an organization which
unitesthe tribal governments of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee
(Creek), and Seminole Nations, representing over 300,000 Indian people
throughout the United States, and

WHEREAS,
The hedlth, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment opportunity,
and preservation of cultura and natura resources are primary gods of the Inter-
Triba Council of the Five Civilized Tribes, and

WHEREAS,
The Comprehengve Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liagbility Act
(CERCLA, aso know as the Superfund law) currently provides for the clean-up
of contaminated sites which pose a hazard to the Indian people of the Five
Civilized Tribes, and

WHEREAS,
A clean environment is necessary to provide for hedlthy and abundant resources
reserved to the tribes by federd law and which are the basis of triba culture and
exisence, and

WHEREAS,
Changes to CERCLA which may be enacted by the United States Congress need
to assure the continued use of vitd tools needed to affirmatively clean up the
environment, provide for the restoration of tribal resources during and after
remediation, and

WHEREAS,
Deegation to states of authorities with respect to NPL sites without recognition of
inherent tribal authority and jurisdiction to manage their resources, both on and



off Indian reservations and other triba lands, would be in derogation of rights of
tribes and of federd law, and

WHEREAS,
Proposed changes to the natural resource damage assessment process need to
provide the entire range of tools presently available, including use of non-use and
logt-use vaues, incluson and ability to sue for pre— 1980 natural resource losses,
ad

WHEREAS,
Limitations on funds for the evaduation and clean-up of NPL sites should not be
adopted unilateraly bur rather should be based upon funds needed to provide for
a clean environment and protection of human hedth. So

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
That the Inter-Triba Council of the Five Civilized Tribes cal upon the United
States Congress to meet in a bi- partisan manner with al involved parties and
federd agencies, induding the Untied States Environmental Protection Agency
and Indian Tribes, in congdering changesto CERCLA, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That any changesto CERCLA enacted by the United States Congress should not
infringe upon the rights of tribes nor upon the trust respongbilities of the federd
government to the tribes.

CERTIFICATION

Adopted by the Inter-Triba Council of the Five Civilized Tribes mesting held &
Chickasaw Motor Inn in Sulphur, Oklahoma on October 10, 1997, by avote of 25 for, 0
agang, and 0 abstentions.
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